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On the front... 


Coast Guardsmen help evacuate residents during the 1986 West Alton 
flood. Flood punts were used extensively throughout this emergency. 
The Second District continues to train annually in flood punt opera- 
tions. See story and photos on page 6. 











During this holiday season, pause for a second of 
reflection. Be especially proud that you are a member of 
an organization that does so much to promote “good will 
towards men” on a year-round basis. Historically, Coast 
Guard men and women have always done more than duty 
requires. 

This is especially true here in the Second District 
where, in spite of your small numbers and wide dispersion, 
you make your presence felt daily in an operational sense, 
while at the same time exerting a very positive influence 
in dozens of local communities. In the humanitarian tradi- 
tion of our service, you contribute your own time and 
talents in many important ways. You serve in numerous 
community, service and fraternal organizations; you sup- 
port activities like blood drives, food drives and the Com- 
bined Federal Campaign; and professionally, you always 
respond with a “can do” attitude, even under the most try- 
ing of circumstances. 

To the entire Second District Coast Guard family, I 
extend my hope that you and your loved ones realize the 
joys, the blessings and the good tidings of the Christmas 
season. As we embark upon a new year and observe the 
unprecedented activities of our fellow men within the com- 
munity of nations, let us hope for universal “peace on earth 
and good will toward men.” 


Retired military affairs 
locates old friends 





American Forces Information Service 





Want to get in touch with an old friend who has 
retired from the Coast Guard? Although the Privacy Act 
prohibits the release of addresses, the retired military af- 
fairs branch at headquarters will forward a letter for you. 

Write a letter to the retiree, and place it in a stamped 
envelope with the retiree’s name and your return address 
on it. In a note to the retired military affairs office, ask 
them to forward the letter and provide them with any in- 
formation, such as name, rank, social security number, 
birth date and known duty stations. Also, state your reason 
for wanting to contact the person. 

There is no charge for this service. The retired military 
affairs office will contact you only if your friend cannot 
be located. Write to: 

Commandant (G-PS-5) 

U.S. Coast Guard 

Washington, D.C. 20593-0001 
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Davenport fights spill, 
wins public praise 


MSD provides 
quick response 





by SN Gary Miles 





arine Safety Office St. Louis and 

Marine Safety Detachment 
Davenport personnel were praised by 
local authorities and news media for 
their coordination of the cleanup of an 
oil spill on the Mississippi River near 
Le Claire, Iowa, in November. In a 
message from acting Second District 
Commander Captain Martin Moyni- 
han, the MSO and MSD were com- 
mended for demonstrating “the profes- 
sionalism for which Marine Safety per- 
sonnel are famous.” 

The spill was discovered by a 
Le Claire woman who noticed an oil- 
covered wild duck on the bank of the 
Mississippi Nov. 8. She notified local 
police, who in turn contacted MSD 
Davenport about mid-morning. 

The MSD reported the situation to 
MSO St. Louis. The U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, and 
local hazardous material response 
teams were also notified. 

Machinery Technician First Class 
Patrick Keller and Boatswains Mate 
First Class Stephen Wilcox responded 
to the scene — only 15 miles from the 
MSD — shortly after the call came in. 
They discovered approximately 150 
gallons of thick, smelly waste oil spread 
over a three-mile stretch of the river’s 
surface. The oil appeared to be the type 
used to lubricate towboat engines. 

While Keller and Wilcox were at the 
spill site, Yeoman Third Class Warren 
Miller and Seaman Gary Miles, also sta- 
tioned at the MSD, began boarding 
four towboats which had recently been 
through the area. They took oil samples 
from the bilges of each for laboratory 


comparison with samples taken from 
the spill. Samples were also taken from 
waste oil containers at two shore loca- 
tions. 

MSD Davenport contracted a local 
company, Enviromark Corp., to clean 
up the spill. Enviromark began work- 
ing the afternoon of Nov. 8, using 
absorbent booms and large, truck- 
mounted vacuum hoses. 

Normally, in the inland regions of the 
United States, overseeing the cleanup is 
the job of the EPA. However, due to 
logistics and the time it would have 
taken to get EPA or state officials to the 
scene, the Coast Guard received per- 
mission from the EPA to be the inci- 
dent-specific on-scene coordinator for 
the cleanup. 

Lieutenant Michael Rand, chief of 
port operations, MSO St. Louis, arrived 
Nov. 9 representing Commander David 
Anderson, commanding officer of the 


MSO and federal on-scene coordinator. 


Together, Rand and Keller coor- 
dinated the Coast Guard’s activities 
with those of the other federal, state, 
and local agencies, and monitored the 
continuing cleanup. 

By Nov. 10, the last of the spill- 
containment booms had been removed 
and only a small amount of oil was left 
in a few hard to reach inlets. 


The actions of the Coast Guard and 
other agencies in response to the inci- 
dent were hailed by various local offi- 
cials and newspapers as being quick and 
efficient. 





Oil analysis 
names suspect 


According to Commander David 
Anderson, MSO St. Louis received 
the Oil Sample Analysis Report Nov. 
21 from the Coast Guard’s marine 
safety laboratories in Groton, Conn. 
The report concluded the spilled oil 
and the sample taken from the bilges 
of the motor vessel Queen City were 
“derived from a common source.” 
However, the operator of the Queen 
City, Inland Marine Service of 
Hebron, Ky., maintains they were 
not responsible for the spill. 

MSO St. Louis will conclude its 
investigative report in the next few 
weeks. When received by the Second 
District hearing officer, a hearing 
will be scheduled to determine the 
final disposition of the case. 














Major Oil Spills In Perspective 


Amoco Cadiz — 55.7 million gallons 
Grounded off Portsall, France March 16, 1978 


Ixtoc 1 Well — 52.5 million gallons (or more) 

Oil well blowout off Bahia de Campeche, Mexico June 3, 1979 
Torrey Canyon — 29.7 million gallons 

Grounded off Land’s End, England March 18, 1967 
Exxon Valdez — 10.1 million gallons 

Grounded in Prince William Sound, Alaska March 24, 1989 
Argo Merchant — 7.5 million gallons 

Grounded off Nantucket Island, Massachusetts Dec. 15, 1976 
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COTP order pays dividends 


Possible acid spill 
prevented at Doe Run 





by LT Michael Schafersman 





arine Safety Office St. Louis stopped a sulfuric acid 

loading operation Oct. 11 preventing a potential 
barge sinking and sulfuric acid spill at the Doe Run Lead 
Company in Herculaneum, Mo. 

Boatswains Mate Second Class Mike Sida stopped the 
loading when he and Ensign Brian Ellis noticed excessive 
water in the barge indicating a possible leak. 

A sulfuric acid barge sank at that facility Nov. 22, 
1988. As a result of that incident, a captain of the port order 
required the Coast Guard be notified 24-hours prior to 
loading, so MSO St. Louis could monitor transfer opera- 
tions. Sida was observing the loading when he made his 
discovery. 

Sida and Ellis were at the Doe Run Lead Company 
to conduct a high-priority boarding on the tank barge 
EIDC No. 1. The EIDC No. 1 is an open hopper barge 
with a bow and stern rake, numerous wing voids and two 
independent cylindrical tanks supported on saddles. 

Upon their arrival, the boarding team noted the load- 
ing operation had already begun. Once onboard, Ellis and 
Sida saw excessive water in the hopper. Further examina- 
tion revealed continuous flooding through holes in the hull. 

Sida immediately stopped the loading operation and 
contacted Lieutenant Mike Schafersman, chief of the 


Chief Warrant Officer Dave Jago, a marine inspector. 

The port engineer for Barge Management, Inc., the 
owner of the barge, was plugging the holes with wooden 
wedges and de-watering the barge with several pumps 
when Jago arrived. A marine chemist was on scene to en- 
sure the conditions on the barge were safe for repairmen. 

The next morning Jago returned to inspect the tem- 
porary repairs. A close examination revealed sulfuric acid 
had corroded the bottom plating which allowed five small 
holes to develop. The inspection also uncovered a large 
amount of pitting in the bottom plating. 





A close examination 
revealed sulfuric acid had 
corroded the bottom plating 





A later examination determined the vessel was sea- 
worthy, in a partially loaded condition, for a voyage to a 
New Orleans shipyard. The Certificate of Inspection was 
removed and a Permit To Proceed was issued. 

The permit allowed the company to move the barge 
to New Orleans to off-load the sulfuric acid and proceed 
to a shipyard for permanent repairs. The permit required 
the attending tow to ensure a deck hand checked the hop- 
per every two hours and log the conditions. Additionally, 
the permit required two de-watering pumps be in a ready 
condition while the barge traveled down river. 

After the tank barge had safely arrived in New Orleans 
and discharged its cargo, the owners decided to remove the 


MSO’s inspection department. Schafersman dispatched 


barge from service rather than repair it. 





Ohio Valley move now completed 





by LCDR Gary Scheer 





ell, it’s over! 

The project that consolidated 
Group Ohio River from Owensboro, 
Ky., and Group Tennessee River from 
Buchanan, Tenn., into Group Ohio 
Valley in Louisville, Ky., is finally 
complete. 

The project began in 1984 when a 
special task force was designated by the 
istrict commander to explore better 
ways of using Second District resources 
through reorganization. The task force 
recommended improvements through 
group consolidations, changes to per- 
sonnel allowances, and operation area 
adjustments to coincide with new Mari- 


time Defense Zone subsectors. 

The first phase, consolidating five 
groups to four, ended in August 1985 
when Group Missouri River and Group 
Upper Mississippi were combined and 
renamed Group Upper Mississippi 
River. The last phase combined Group 
Ohio River and Group Tennessee River 
into Group Ohio Valley. 

The task force considered sites in a 
ten-state area before selecting Louisville 
in 1985. Negotiations with the General 
Services Administration in Atlanta 
identified available spaces in the 
Customhouse and Courthouse and per- 
sonnel transfers began. 

A contracting dilemma with GSA 
prevented the move into permanent 
space. To minimize the impact on the 


crews in Louisville, Owensboro and 
Buchanan, the decision was made to 
continue relocation and move into tem- 
porary space. By October 1988, the 
temporary relocation was complete and 
the new Group Ohio Valley was com- 
missioned. 

As the group settled into these tem- 
porary facilities, GSA contractors 
began renovating the permanent 
spaces. Almost a year later, the perma- 
nent spaces were completed. 

On October 26, the final walk- 
through of the space was conducted by 
contractor, GSA and Coast Guard offi- 
cials. Only minor discrepancies existed. 
The move began Nov. 6. 


(See Move, page 11) 





River Currents 
December, 1989 





SN gives near-drowning 
victim second chance 





by SN Greg Dominiak 





——— Clark gave me something not too many 
people get in this life — that is a second life.” Those 
are the words of Tommie Page, a man who almost drowned 
in the Black River at Johnson Shut-Ins State Park. 

On the morning of Aug. 20, what was supposed to be 
a quiet family outing turned into a life or death situation 
for Seaman Brent Clark from Base St. Louis. He and his 
parents were walking through the park to the dock which 
overlooks the Black River swimming area, when Clark’s 
mother heard a young child’s tearful cries from the water. 

“About 60 people were staring strangely at the swim- 
ming hole,” Clark said. 

He saw a child pointing at the water and realized 
somebody needed help. 

“I dropped my radio and other belongings and ran 
down to the area, and my dad went to get the rangers. It 
was about a 300-yard dash to the swimming area, but I 
ran so fast it seemed like two steps,” Clark said. 

Clark stood at the swimming hole and saw an older 
man trying to pull a youngster from the water. Clark 





“It was about a 300-yard 
dash to the swimming 
area, but Iran so fast it 
seemed like two steps.” 





helped the man pull the boy out of the water, and then 
checked the boy for injury. 

“The child was unconscious for a few seconds then 
came to. As I was treating the child for shock, the older 
man began to shout, ‘My son (Page) is still under water’,” 
Clark said. 

Clark then darted into the cold, dark water to rescue 
the man’s son. “I was really scared because I couldn’t see 
anything under the water except blackness, and whatever 
was causing this guy to be trapped under the water, I hoped 
wouldn’t trap me,” Clark said. Clark didn’t find him on 
his first dive. Another man dove into the water to try and 
help. Clark and this man dove down to again search for 
Page. At last, they found him pinned between two rocks. 
The man freed him while Clark brought him to the surface. 

Once the 240-pound Page was out of the water, Clark 
checked his airway and pulse. He had a faint pulse and 
was not breathing. Clark began mouth-to-mouth resuscita- 
tion. After a few swift breaths, from Clark, Page began 
to breathe on his own. A ranger arrived with a stretcher 
to haul the man up to a waiting ambulance on top of a 


rocky cliff. The path, however, was very steep and slip- 
pery, and time couldn’t be wasted getting him to the 
hospital. 

“He quickly needed more emergency medical care 
than I could provide to prevent further injury or brain 
damage,” Clark said. A couple of men helped carry Page 
to the top. After a few yards of struggling, however, the 
men wanted to stop and rest. Clark knew those few seconds 
could mean a major change in Page’s outcome. 





“Whatever was causing 
this guy to be trapped 
under the water, I boped 
wouldn't trap me.” 





“T asked the men, ‘if this was your wife or dad on the 
stretcher, would you still want to take a break?’ The whole 
time the wife of this man was begging the men to con- 
tinue,” Clark said. “About three breaks later, we made it 
to the ambulance.” Page, his wife and the little boy were 
then taken to the hospital. 

The next day Clark asked Base St. Louis to call the 
hospital to check on the condition of the victims. “The 
hospital informed the base that all the victims had been 
released in good health. That was what I wanted to hear,” 
said Clark. 


“I am forever grateful to Seaman Clark for giving me 
a second chance to be with my lovely wife, two sons and fami- 
ly.” — Tommie Page 
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New LORANSsS under construction 


FAA building; C.G. manning 


by PA2 Dean Jones 








e Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is building 

two new Coast Guard-manned LORAN-C aids to 

navigation stations within the Second District’s boundaries. 

The new stations will be in Gillette, Wyo., and Boise 

City, Okla. They are part of the four-tower LORAN-C 

Mid-Continent Expansion. The other two are in Havre, 
Mont., and Las Cruces, N.M. 

According to Commander William D. Kline, chief, 
Second District Aids to Navigation Branch, the FAA is 
building the towers because they will be primarily used for 
aviation navigation. However, since the Coast Guard ad- 
ministers the LORAN-C system worldwide, Coast Guards- 
men will man the stations. 

The towers are in the initial stages of construction, 
Kline said. The Boise City tower will be ready for electronic 
equipment installation in June 1990 and will be on the air 
three to six months later. The Gillette facility will be ready 
for equipment installation in November 1990. 

Crews for both towers will begin arriving next sum- 
mer to prepare their units for operation. A crew of four 
or five will staff each unit with a chief electronics techni- 
cian as the officer in charge. 

The two towers will increase the Second District’s 
number of LORAN-C stations to three; the other is in 
Dana, Ind. The four-tower expansion will increase the 


Omega manpower cut 
Will be reduced by attrition 


by PA2 Dean Jones 








‘eee Guard Omega Station La Moure, N.D., will 
reduce its current crew size during the next year. The 
final number of billets to remain has not been determined 
yet. 

According to Commander W. D. Kline, chief, Second 
District Aids to Navigation Branch, the reduction is the 
result of an MEO (most efficient organization) study of 
radio aids to navigation operations in the continental 
United States (CONUS). The study, which was certified 
and approved this summer, determined that La Moure’s 
crew size needed to be reduced from 15 to eight. The reduc- 
tion will occur as people are transferred from La Moure. 
It also concluded that the officer in charge billet be changed 
from a chief warrant officer to a chief petty officer. 

However, according to Kline, the study was based 
primarily on the operations of stateside LORAN-C stations. 
There are 14 LORAN-C stations in CONUS but only one 
Omega station. 

“Omega stations must be manned on a 24-hour basis,” 
Kline said. “LORAN personnel stand a beeper recall duty.” 


number of continental United States LORAN-C towers to 
18. 

The Gillette station will be the only active-duty Coast 
Guard unit in Wyoming and the western most Second 
District unit (not including recruiting offices). Gillette is 
located in the northwest part of the state, approximately 
250 miles north of Cheyenne, and has a population of ap- 
proximately 12,000. 

The tower in Boise City will join the Institute in Okla- 
homa City and the rivertender Muskingum in Salisaw as 
Oklahoma’s active duty Coast Guard contingent. Boise City 
is in the western tip of the state and has a population of 
approximately 1,700. The state borders of Colorado, Kan- 
sas, New Mexico, and Texas are within 40 miles of the city. 

The tower in Las Cruzes will be in the Eighth District 
and the Havre station will be in the Thirteenth District. 


LORAN vs Omega 


What is LORAN-C and Omega? 

LORAN-C and Omega towers send radio signals 
used by vessels and aircraft to pinpoint their location. 
The vessel’s receiver translates the signal into a numeri- 
cal coordinate that can be referenced on navigational 
charts. 

LORAN-C’s signal is very accurate but has a short 
range. It gives positioning to within a few yards. An 
Omega tower transmits a very low frequency that re- 
quires less power and covers almost half the globe. 
However, it is only accurate to within two miles. 
LORAN.-C is used along coastal areas where accuracy 
is more critical. 

Eight worldwide Omega stations provide global 
navigation, whereas 18 LORAN-C (14 existing and 
four under construction) are needed to provide navi- 
gational signals across the continental United States. 
The Coast Guard operates 24 LORAN-C stations out- . 
side the continental United States. The Coast Guard 
operates two Omega stations — one in La Moure, 
N.D., and one in Hawaii. The other six Omega sta- 
tions are operated by their host country. 














This extra watch requirement for the Omega stations 
requires their crew to be larger than a LORAN-C crew, 
Kline said. Stateside LORAN-C units operate with a crew 
of four or five and have a chief petty officer as the officer 
in charge. 

To correct the study’s oversight, Rear Admiral William 
Ecker, Second District commander, sent a letter to the 
Atlantic Area commander requesting a reduction to 1] in- 
stead of eight. He also requested the officer in charge re- 
main a chief warrant officer. 

The Second District has not received a reply to the re- 
quest yet. However, Kline said, “There is a pretty good 
chance they will comply. They are sympathetic to the situa- 
tion.” 

No matter what the final number, the unit will lose 
some billets. 
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D2 office moving in °90 


Transition 





Story and photo by aa 


PA2 Dean Jones 





he Second Coast Guard 

District office will move 
to its fourth St. Louis home 
during the summer of 1990. 
The offices, which currently 
occupy four floors of the 
Parkside Plaza Building at 
1430 Olive St., will move 
seven blocks southeast to the 
RAY Building on Tucker 
Blvd. (formerly known as the 
Mart Building). 


According to Lieutenant 
Commander Galen Dunton, 
RAY Building project of- 
ficer, the General Services 
Administration, which owns 
the building, is forcing 
several St. Louis federal agen- 
cies to move into the 
building. 

“GSA is tired of being a 
landlord for so many federal 
agencies,” Dunton said. GSA administers the Coast Guard’s 
lease at Parkside Plaza and several other federal agency 
leases throughout the city. GSA wants them to all be in 
one federally-owned space. 

The Marine Safety Office and Director of Auxiliary 
office in St. Louis will also move into the RAY Building. 
They will occupy the first floor. Since the first two floors 
are the last areas to be refurbished, the Coast Guard will 
be the last agency to move into the building. 

The move will take approximately three months. “The 
official word out of GSA is we will start moving in June 
and be finished hopefully by the first of September,” Dun- 
ton said. 

“The move will be done by commercial movers,” Dun- 
ton said. “The only thing we (Coast Guard personnel) will 
be involved in is packing loose stuff, like books, into boxes.” 
The movers will move the boxes from the old office to the 
new corresponding office, and Coast Guard personnel will 
unpack them. All computer and telephone connections are 
also being done by commercial contractors. 

The district office has been at Parkside Plaza since 
October 1977 when it moved from the federal building at 
15th and Market streets. The district’s first St. Louis home 
was in the Old Post Office Building at 8th and Olive streets 
until 1961. 

The district’s newest home was built by the federal 
government in the 1930s. According to Dunton, “It was 


in the summer of 1990. 


T The GSA-owned RAY Building, located at Tucker and Spruce in down- 
town St. Louis, will become the Second Coast Guard District’s new home 


to be finished by September 


probably used by federal 
agencies at first, but nobody 
bothered to improve on it 

. Most agencies wanted 
bigger and better offices, so 
they moved. That’s why there 
are so many satellite offices 
today.” 

According to Dunton, the 
district office will have less 
square feet of floor space in 
the RAY Building than they 
do now, but it should not be 
a problem because the space 
is better utilized. One prob- 
lem will be storage. 

“We won't have the storage 
space we have here (Parkside 
Plaza),” Dunton said. “We 


we 1 have one small storage space 
ain there which is 540 square 
feet.” However, Dunton said 

we may have more space if 


— - Ly the Bridge Branch transfers to 

the Army Corps of Engineers 
- a and the Ship Repair Detach- 
ment decides to move their 
offices to their facility in 
Granite City, Ill. 

The new building will offer many amenities to Coast 
Guard personnel. The building will house a cafeteria, 
health center, child care center, and military exchange an- 
nex — larger than the one at Parkside Plaza. 

“The health center will have a running track, aerobics 
rooms, and some sort of weight training capability,” Dun- 
ton said. “It will also have a sauna and whirlpool.” 

The Coast Guard will cancel its memberships at the 
downtown YMCA when the health center is opened. “We 
pay for 40 memberships at the ‘Y’ right now,” Dunton said. 
“When we move over there, we will pay for everybody’s 
membership (at health center), and it is about the same 
cost.” 

According to Dunton, there will be disadvantages to 
the move, too. “The biggest disadvantage that has yet to 
be adequately resoived is parking,” he said. “We're going 
to have to compete with quite a few people for what park- 
ing is available. People are going to have to find a parking 
space probably some ‘distance away from the Build- 
ing. 

Another disadvantage will be the increased distance 
to the Army Health Clinic. The clinic will not be involved 
in the moving of federal agencies and will remain in the 
federal building at 15th and Market streets. 

Despite the disadvantages, the move is going to hap- 
pen, and if all goes according to plan, the Second District 
will be in its new home by the end of fiscal year — 

R¢ 
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Disaste 


D2 trains for 
flood relief ops 


Story by SN Greg Dominiak 
Photos by PA2 Dean Jones 








se ost of the Second District is 

M river basin, and flooding is an 
ever-present threat,” said Senior Chief 
Boatswains Mate Edward Moreland, 
Operations Center Supervisor. When 
flooding occurs, the Coast Guard may 
well be one of the agencies that J 
responds. 

“In some areas, there are levees up 
to 30-feet high used to prevent the river 
from flooding,” said Moreland. How- 
ever, levees can and often do collapse, 


MKI Mike Shuey of Marine Safety Office St. Loui to start the motor on his flood : ae 
hecsen Seheonpip sits “ “a mans egy aie and many times water will simply rise 


punt. Shuey was participating in the Second District’s flood punt training held Nov. 7 at George 


Winter Park in Fenton, Mo. over them flooding streets, yards and 
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raining 


homes. The Second District reacts and 
may send their Disaster Response Units 
(DRUs) to the scene. 

“These crews are trained in operat- 
ing flood relief punts,” said Quarter 
Master First Class Bob Hendrickson, 
Search and Rescue Branch. “A flood 
punt is a 16-foot boat. The punts are in- 
ternational orange in color and 
powered by a 25-horsepower outboard 
motor.” 

According to Moreland, the flood 
punt crew’s primary mission is to 
evacuate people from the rising water. 

“These crews (in the St. Louis area) 
are generally made up of the district of- 
fice staff because of the availability of 
manpower (however, active duty and 
reservists from other units may also 
operate the punts),” Moreland said. 
“The Coast Guard and the Army will 
also use helicopters to rescue trapped 
victims, survey the flood scene and 
transport equipment.” 


A boat crew from MSO St. Louis places their flood punt into George Winter Park Lake during 
training Nov. 7. All St. Louis-area personnel who would be involved in a disaster response must parti- 
cipate in the training. Second District (osr) conducts the annual training. 


In training, the disaster response 
crews learn motor maintenance of the 
punt, changing the prop and spark 
plugs, proper loading and unloading of 
the punt, towing and driving the punt, 
search and rescue procedures, how to 
read and interpret grid maps, and how 
to conduct themselves in high stress 
situations. 

In classroom training, crews review 
tapes of past flood relief operations. 
Crews get to see for themselves that the 
river really does flood and can be very 
dangerous. They can also see how heli- 
copters aid in the evacuation. 

“In a possible flooding situation, the 
captain of the port will declare three 
phases of action for the effected zone,” 
explained Hendrickson. “These are the 
uncertainty, alert and action phases.” 

Once an action phase is reached, the 
district commander will send the DRUs 
to the scene. The marine safety office 
in the flooded area will coordinate the 
DRUs under the direction of the district 
chief of operations. 

“The flood punts are a unique service 
of the Second District,” said Moreland. 

When flood punts are needed in 
other districts, they can be either 
trailered or flown by C-130 aircraft. 
Hendrickson said, “Each trailer holds 
three punts, extra equipment, gas and 
first aid kits. One C-130 can fly two 
trailers loaded with three punts each.” 

When flooding starts, a quick 
response is needed. Dedication, willing- 
ness and team work can minimize the 


SN Emilio Flores of Base St. Louis positions an 
outboard motor onto his crew’s flood punt during 
training at George Winter Park Nov. 7. The flood 
punts are transported to disaster scenes via trailers. 
Each trailer carries three punts and four motors. 


potentially deadly results of a flood. 
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Home is not always where your heart is... 


Where are you from? 





by LT Michael Suire 





t seems like an easy enough question. My five-year-old 
daughter can give you an answer. But ask yourself some 
similar questions which are not quite as easy to answer, 
such as: Where is my home of record? Where is my resi- 
dence? Where is my legal residence? Where is my domicile? 
Home of record, residence, and domicile (legal resi- 
dence) are similar but distinct concepts which often prove 
confusing. Many people think they know the answers, but 
most are unsure, and some are simply wrong. 

Home of record is a uniquely military term. It is the 
location officially recorded as your home upon entry into 
military service. You have only one home of record. You 
may hear it referred to as your “place of entry on active 
duty” or “permanent mailing address.” The designation of 
a home of record primarily affects one’s entitlement to 
military benefits like travel and shipment of household 
goods upon separation or retirement, but creates no legal 
status. 

Residence, when used by itself, simply means that place 
where you are physically present. A person may have two 
or more residences, such as one in the country and one in 
the city. It really means no more than your “current ad- 
dress.” 


Domicile or legal residence, is that place you intend to 
be your permanent residence — where you intend to return 
upon completion of your military service regardless of trans- 
fers. You may have only one domicile. It is often said that 
you are a domiciliary of a particular state. The concept of 
domicile causes the most confusion for military members 
and most opportunities for running awry of state laws. 

It is extremely important that you know your domi- 
cile. The concept of domicile determines which state may 
tax your military income, where you may vote, and where 
your estate will be probated after your death as well as the 


answer to “Where are you from?” 





Established domicile can be changed 


omicile can 

be estab- 
lished three 
ways. The first is 
by birth. 


Where you were born is your original 
domicile. As long as you stay within a 
single state, even if you move frequently 
throughout your life, your domicile 
doesn’t change. 


An exception to this rule is if your 
parents’ domicile is not the state where 
you were born, as is frequently the case 
for children born of military parents. 
In this situation, a child’s domicile is 
deemed the same as their parents until 
they establish their own at some point 
after becoming emancipated. 


The second manner in which domi- 
cile may be established is by operation 
of law — where state law, either by 
court order or as a result of marriage, 
deems your domicile to be a particular 
state. 


Based on available facts and circum- 
stances, a court will decide with which 
state an individual’s conduct and activi- 
ties has established the strongest ties. In 
deciding between State A and State B, 
the state with the stronger ties is 
deemed your domicile. 


Those primarily affected when the 
operation of law dictates domicile are 
spouses of military members. Common 
law holds a wife’s domicile, including 
military wives, is the same as her hus- 


band’s. 

In this era of sexual equality, com- 
mon law applies with equal force to 
husbands of female members of the 





You could change 
your domicile 
each time you 

make a PCS move. 





military. An exception to the common 
law approach would be where both 
husband and wife are members of the 
military; in this situation, each would 
be entitled to claim a domicile inde- 
pendently of the other. 
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The third, and most important, manner to establish 
domicile is by choice. You can have only one domicile. To 
change your domicile you must simultaneously: 

e Intend to abandon your previous domicile 

e Intend to establish a new domicile 

¢ Be physically present in the new domicile on a “per- 

manent” basis. 

In others words, you create a new domicile by living 
at a location with the intent of remaining there indefinite- 
ly and returning there upon separation from military ser- 
vice. Thus you could change your domicile each time you 
make a PCS move. 

However, in determining your intent, the law will look 
closely at what you do rather than what you say. 


Several factors 
determine domicile 


state court or agency will consi- 
A der several factors when gaug- 
ing your intent should your intend- 
ed domicile ever be questioned: 


¢ Where did you enter the service? 

¢ Where are you physically located? 

e¢ Where are other family members, especially spouse 

and children, located? 

Where do you pay state income taxes? 

Where do you pay property taxes? 

Where are you registered to vote? 

Where do you own real estate? 

Where can you claim a homestead exemption? 
Where are you eligible for resident tuition as op- 
posed to non-resident tuition for children in college? 
Where are your automobiles or other vehicles titled 
and registered? 

Where was your driver's license issued? 

Does your Will recite a domicile? 

Where are your business connections? 

Where do you participate in community affairs? 
Have you notified your old domicile of your intent 
to abandon? 

Have you made any officially recorded declarations 
of domicile such as a DD-2058 (State of Legal 
Residence Certificate)? 

Whew! It should be clear that the concept of domicile 
is more complex than you may have thought possible. 

No single factor will conclusively: determine your in- 
tent. Rather, your intent will be derived from the accumu- 
lation of factors which do exist. The court or agency will 
scrutinize the facts. 

Fortunately, due to protections afforded by the Sol- 
dier’s And Sailor’s Civil Relief Act, members of the military 
do not lose or surrender their domicile simply because they 
enter the service or are transferred. However, the burden 
is on you to support your intent by establishing as many 
of the factors as you can in one state. 

Contrary to the old saying, domicile is definitely one 
situation where you need to keep all your eggs in one basket. 








Where will you 
call home? 


ow that you know how 

domicile is established and 
that it can be changed, do you 
want to run right out and change 
your domicile to a “tax haven” like Texas, Alaska or 
Nevada? It depends. 

First of all, you have to present enough factors to 
create the requisite intent. So, for those of us stationed 
in the Second District, we will have to wait until we 
get that choice assignment to Marine Safety Office 
Galveston, Seventeenth District Office, or Loran Sta- 
tion Fallon before being able to take advantage of these 
and other states’ favorable tax law. 

Secondly, only you know where you want to call 
home once you leave the service. Your motive for 
changing your domicile, whether to save on taxes or 
simply because you like the climate, is irrelevant. But 
before you launch into a plan designed to create a new 
domicile, investigate the advantages and disadvantages 
of calling a particular state home. 

The most significant issues which your choice of 
domicile will affect are where you pay income and pro- 
perty taxes, where you are eligible to vote, where your 
will is probated, and where you may title and register 
your vehicles. The convenient approach will not always 
be the least expensive approach. 





It makes a difference 
where you are domiciled, 
and the difference can 
be expensive if you do 
not think out your plan 
of action. 





For example, let’s look at the situation where a 
Coastie from Nevada, stationed at the district office, 
living in Missouri, buys a new car. The convenient 
thing is to register the car in Missouri and pay the 4% 
state sales tax, the 1/8% conservation sales tax, the 
1/10% soil and water conservation and state park tax, 
and as much as 3% for city and county sales tax in 
addition to the usual registration fees. 

On an average new car value of $10,000, all these 
sales taxes would add over $700.00 to the initial cost 
of the new car! 


(See Home, page 11) 











1 River Currents 
December, 1989 





Seminars help ease you to retirement 





by YNC Frank Garcia 





s retirement approaches, 
many people feel as if 
they are being thrown out to 
the wolves. Is there life after 
the Guard? The answer is yes. 
Helping to ease your way 
to that wonderful afterlife 
called retirement are a 
number of DoD sponsored 
retirement seminars 
throughout the Second 
District. These seminars pro- 
vide information on CHAM- 
PUS, the Survivor Benefit 
Plan life insurance, household goods shipments, and 
retired pay. Also, a Veterans Administration job service 
representative is at most seminars providing people with 
job market information and helping them with resume’s. 
People with 18 or more years of service and their 
spouses should consider attending one of these seminars. 
Besides the seminars, your most valuable link to retire- 
ment is perhaps your unit career information specialist. 
Check with him/her for valuable information leading to 
a successful retirement. Also, Chief Yeoman Frank Gar- 
cia, district career information specialist, can answer many 
of your retirement questions. You can reach him at (314) 
425-5019 or FTS 279-5019. 
For those interested in attending a retirement seminar, 
the following are available: 
e Scott Air Force Base, Ill., offers a half-day retire- 
ment seminar the third Wednesday of every month. 
For more information, call (618) 256-5911. 
e Naval Air Station Millington, Tenn., offers a 
seminar once a year around September or October. 
For more information, call (901) 873-5195. 


e Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Dayton, 
Ohio, offers retirement 
seminars at various 
times. For seminar dates 
and more information, 
call (513) 257-4811. 
Naval Training Center 
Great Lakes, Ill., offers 
a retirement seminar 
about every’ three 
months. For more infor- 
mation, call (312) 
688-5434. 
Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Neb., offers Retiree 
Appreciation Day and seminars. For more informa- 
tion, call (402) 294-2590/4566. 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indianapolis, Ind., offers 
day-long seminars once a quarter. For more infor- 
mation, call (317) 542-4364. 
Little Rock Air Force Base, Jacksonville, Ark., of- 
fers seminars every two months. For more informa- 
tion, call (501) 988-6452. 
Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma City, Okla., of- 
fers seminars the third Friday of every month by 
appointment only. For more information, call (405) 
739-7283. 
Fort Knox, Ky., offers seminars in September and 
March. For more information, call (502) 624-4641. 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery, Ala., offers 
retirement seminars on the first Friday of every 
month. For more information, call (205) 293-6725. 
Naval Air Station Meridian, Miss. , offers seminars 
at various times. For information and dates, call 
(601) 679-2360. RC 








St. Louis Navy League names two as 
area Coast Guardsmen of the year. 





by PA2 John Moss 





5 hn Navy League in St. Louis 
once again recognized two out- 


standing local Coast Guardsmen 
Oct. 21 for their achievements over 
the past year. One officer and one 
enlisted person were chosen as St. 
Louis-area Coast Guardsman of the 
year at the annual Naval Military 
Ball. 

Lieutenant Michael Rand, chief of 
port operations at Marine Safety Of- 
fice St. Louis, was named the 1989 


officer Coast Guardsman of the 
year. 

Rand was cited for his extensive 
work last year on low-water opera- 
tions. He also coordinated salvage 
work on a sunken sulfuric acid 
barge, planned and helped execute 
a major Maritime Defense Zone sub- 
sector field training exercise, and 
helped coordinate Coast Guard 
participation in the 1989 VP Fair. 

In the past year, the Western 
rivers faced some of the worst low 
water navigation problems in this 
century. Knowledgeable, proactive 


efforts helped move more than 100 
million tons of annual cargo through 
the St. Louis captain of the port zone 
of the Mississippi River. Rand was 
instrumental in implementing an un- 
precedented 50-plus captain of the 
port safety zones restricting tow size 
configurations and draft. 

Rand helped create 24 remote 
traffic control/information com- 
mand posts. He coordinated daily 
overflights and special boat trips to 
identify problem areas. He also 
helped in daily coordination and 


(See Guardsmen, page 11) 
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Home 


(From page 9) 


The smart thing for the Nevada Coastie is to register 
the new car in Nevada by mail, pay nothing in sales taxes 
to Nevada or Missouri and be exempt from Nevada’s an- 
nual 5.75% road use tax the entire time he remains on 
military duty outside Nevada. 

The Coastie in our example would still have to pay 
the usual vehicle registration fees, but he saves over $700.00 
up front, as well as almost $600.00 each and every year 
in vehicle registration taxes. The point of this example is 
that it makes a difference where you are domiciled and that 
the difference can be expensive if you do not think out your 
plan of action. 


(Al) offers legal services 


ommander John Orchard and 

Lieutenant Michael Suire are 
your Coast Guard Legal Assistance 
Officers and are available to address 
any questions concerning domicile or any other issue which 
may confront you. The Second District’s legal assistance 
program is explained in Commandant Instruction 5801.4 
and in Chapter 1 of Second District Instruction M5800. 1A. 

The most popular services they provide are wills and 
powers of attorney, as well as general advice in all areas 
of the law. Their telephone numbers are FTS 279-4624 or 
(314) 425-4624. 

Please note that these articles are not a substitute for 
legal advice for a particular problem but rather are meant 
to provide general information on a broad topic. 





Guardsmen 


(From page 10) 


cooperation between the COTP, Army Corps of 
Engineers and the towing industry. 

According to his letter of recommendation, “His 
willingness to work on-scene or at the MSO for many 
long hours at a stretch, went far beyond the normal 
expectations of the Coast Guard.” 

Chief Boatswains Mate Michael Gibbs, cutter 
Sumac executive petty officer, was named the enlisted 
Coast Guardsman of the year. 

He was cited for his outstanding leadership and 
technical ability. During the past year, he gave up 
several scheduled leave periods to work aids to naviga- 
tion patrols because of the extra low water work load. 
On many of the patrols, he served as acting officer in 
charge. 

Gibbs also shed favorable light on the Coast 
Guard in a television interview during the low water 
crisis. The commandant of the Coast Guard watched 
a tape of the interview and commended him on a job 
well done. 

His letter of nomination states, “His positive at- 
titude, courteous behavior, professionalism, and 
stamina have earned the respect and confidence of his 
subordinates as well as his superiors.” 














ANAS 


MILITARY AWARDS 


Coast Guard Commendation Medal with “o”: 
CWO R. C. Cooke, CGC Dogwood 
Coast Guard Commendation Medal: 
YNCM C. A. Livingston, CGDTWO(ap) 
BMC R. K. Heming, MSO Louisville 
Coast Guard Achievement Medal: 
LT T. D. Marquette, MSO Paducah 
SK1 P. R. Schober, Group Ohio Valley 
BM1 T. D. Schwab, MSD Nashville 
EMI K. B. Archer, CGDTWO(oan) 
YN2 D. W. Owen, Base St. Louis 
SK2 V. A. Wedgeable, CGDTWO(af) 
MK3 P. J. Sullivan, CGRU St. Paul 
SN D. D. Claghorn, CGDTWO(dt) 
Commandant’s Letter of Commendation: 
CDR W. S. Jones, CGDTWO(m) 
BM1 B. W. Rahilly, CGC Osage 
BM2 D. A. Heye, CGC Gasconade 
SK2 M. A. Smith, CGDTWO(b) 
BM2 M. J. Ward, CGC Osage 


AUXILIARY AWARDS 

Award of Operational Merit: 

William Clingan, Southern Region 

Kenneth LaRue, Southern Region 

Warren McAdams, Southern Region 

Ann Morton, Southern Region 

Rex Morton, (posthumous) Southern Region 

George Routt, Southern Region 

Edwin Neal, Southern Region 

Doris Neal, Southern Region 
Award of Administrative Merit: 

Robert Eckert, Western Region 


Move 
(From page 2) 

Late that night, Chief Radioman Scott Morris and his 
radioman crew; Yeoman First Class Mike Tenney, the 
group’s systems manager; Chief Telephone Technician Tim 
Lannan of Engineering Maintenance Detachment Ports- 
mouth, and the “tiger” team from Motorola “turned-to” 
like a fine-tuned pit crew. They relocated radio consoles, 
phone patch lines, and all communication and operational 
functions to the new space. Within four hours, all com- 
munications and operations were restored. The move was 
complete. 

While group communications capabilities were down, 
Army Corps of Engineers locks and dams throughout the 
area, several commercial river facilities, and Coast Guard 
Auxiliary radio facilities monitored VHF-FM Channel 16 
to maintain uninterrupted distress frequency coverage 
throughout the area of responsibility. 

In addition to providing space for the group office 
staff, Group Ohio Valley has full sick bay capabilities and 
one of the only secure communications sites in the Second 


District. 
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Current Notes... 


‘‘News from and for 
SeCcona 





March SWE set 


Servicewide exam competition will 
be held March 1, 1990. Examinations 
for advancement to E-4 and E-5 will be 
held in the morning, while exams for 
advancement to E-6 will be held in the 
afternoon. Servicewide exams for BM3 
and SS3 will not be available. 

Remember, advancement candidates 
must complete all MRN and rating 
courses by Jan. 1 to be eligible for the 
March servicewide. 


YNs wed to CWOs 


by ENS Ed Lutsky, USCGR 








The administrative staff of Reserve 
Unit St. Louis A took on a unique 
character in October when Chief Elec- 
trician’s Mate Terry Adams was sworn 
in as a chief warrant officer (Naval 
Engineering). This made his wife, Yeo- 
man Second Class Terry Adams, the 
third yeoman in the unit to have a war- 
rant officer for a spouse. 

Senior Chief Yeoman Marilyn Carr 
started this tradition in 1976 when her 
husband Walter converted from store- 
keeper first class to chief warrant officer 
(Finance and Supply). Walter retired 
from active duty at Base St. Louis in 
July 1989. 

The other member of the threesome 
is Yeoman third Class Sandy Centa. She 
transferred to Reserve Unit St. Louis A 
from Reserve Unit Long Beach with her 
husband Master Chief Telephone Tech- 
nician Frank Centa. But, before she 
was allowed to drill with the unit, 
Frank had to be sworn in as chief war- 
rant officer (Electronics) by Com- 
mander Roger Wiebusch in October 
1988. 

The unit’s only exception to this 
tradition is Yeoman Third Class Jenny 
Murrell. But she does not intend to cor- 


rect the discrepancy saying, “As far as 
I’m concerned, at least one of us needs 
to maintain an even keel.” 


DOT gives CG award 


Secretary of Transportation Samuel 
Skinner presented the Coast Guard the 
Secretary's Award for Outstanding 
Achievement (DOT Gold Medal) Oct. 
19 “in recognition of an appreciation 
for their outstanding servicewide 
response to the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
disaster, which exemplifies their two 
hundred years of courageous national 
service and steadfast devotion to duty.” 

This is the first time an agency has 
been given this honor. The award will 
be kept on permanent display at Head- 
quarters. Individuals are not authorized 
to wear the associated ribbon or other 
corresponding devices, since that would 
connote recognition of an individual’s 
performance rather than the team ef- 
fort for which the award was pre- 
sented. 

—\ 
Set 


Sailor of quarter 





by LT Todd Pellmann 





Coast Guard Group Ohio Valley 
recently selected Machinery Technician 
Third Class John Mast as its “Sailor of 
the Quarter” for the period ending in 
September. He is assigned to the cutter 
Osage in Sewickley, Pa. 

Mast reported to the Osage June 8 
and quickly qualified for his duties in 
near record time. He became Master of 
Arms for the Unaccompanied Person- 
nel Housing Facility in Sewickley and 
has maintained it to high standards. His 
commendable attitude provides a 
positive example of good leadership for 
others to follow. 

Mast is from Manahawkin, N.J. He 
enlisted in the Navy Oct. 12, 1982, and 
was honorably discharged as a Third 
Class Hull Maintenance Technician 
Jan. 18, 1987. He enlisted in the Coast 


os 25k 








Marine Safety Office Huntington helped celebrate the bicentennial Nov. 27 through Dec. 12 with a 
display at a local library. Pictured from left are: Mary Pratt, reference services employee; Matthew 
Onion, reference services coordinator; and Lieutenant Robert Duld, public affairs officer for MSO 


Huntington. 








District people’ 





Guard as a Fireman the next day. 

After basic training, he remained as 
part of the training center’s Facilities 
Engineering staff. He was promoted to 
damage controlman third class Jan. 1. 
After graduation from Machinery 
Technician A school in May, he was 
transferred to the Osage. 


Study Tips 


Studying for a promotion can be 
tough when you're also working full 
time. The following tips from the 
Defense Activity for Non-Traditional 
Education Support (DANTES) can help 
you improve on your next servicewide 
exam. 

Study at least 30 but no more than 
90 minutes at one time. 

Find a neat, well-lighted study area. 
Make sure it is free of distractions and 
not too warm. 

Figure out what time is best for you 
to study, and set that time aside each 
day. 

Don’t cram. Try to get a sense of 
what is most important, and memorize 
it. You can’t memorize the whole text- 
book. 

Before each study session, gather 
your course materials, texts, notes and 
handouts. 

Read the table of contents, preface 
and chapter summaries to get the basic 
ideas before reading the rest of the 
assignment. 

Don’t underline entire sentences or 
paragraphs. Underline only those 
words that summarize the main points. 

Distribute your study time. Some 
tasks require intense concentration. 
Others can be done at odd moments. 

Paraphrase and write down main 
points in your own words. 

Review material. A short immediate 


review before taking on something new 
will help you retain the material. Skim 


‘to find facts and to review material. 


Get interested in the subject and talk 
about what you've learned to others. 


Reservist honored 





by LTJG L. W. Allen 


Chief Boatswains Mate Kenneth 
Schaefer from Coast Guard Reserve 
Unit Owensboro, Ky., received the 
Military Achievement Award from the 
Indianapolis News and Indianapolis 
Star newspapers Nov. 11. 

Schaefer, from Tell City, Ind., repre- 
sented the Owensboro Unit at a 
Veteran's Day function to honor In- 
diana military reserve units. Schaefer 
was one of 29 Indiana reservists 
honored for outstanding service. He 
was selected for this honor by the of- 
ficers of his unit. 

The guest speaker for this year’s ban- 
quet was Coast Guard Commandant 
Admiral Paul Yost. The Coast Guard 
presented colors and the Coast Guard 
Band provided the music. The Coast 
Guard was honored for its 200 years of 
service to the nation. 


Altered insignias 


Master Chief Boatswains Mate Wray 
Gillette, officer in charge of the cutter 
Sumac, has a good uniform reminder 
for many of us. Altering medal breast 
insignias, such as cutterman and cox- 
swain insignias, by plating or polishing 
is prohibited. 

For more information, see Coast 
Guard Uniform Regulations, 
COMDTINST M1020.6B, Chapter 
2.C.5.a.(1). 


Idea Express 


Machinery Technician First Class 
Thomas Sanders from the cutter 
Cheyenne thought up an idea to save 
the Coast Guard money and he 
pocketed $640 as a result! 

Sanders simply filled out a Beneficial 
Suggestion Form. In less than five 
sentences, he suggested shipping extra 
55-gallon Explosafe gasoline drums 
from the Second District to Ship Repair 
Detachment Portsmouth. Using existing 
drums saved on the procurement costs 
and Sanders is several hundred doilars 
richer. 

If you have an idea you think will 
help the Coast Guard, you too can sub 
mit it as a beneficial suggestion. The 
Coast Guard's beneficial suggestion 
program was recently revamped and 
renamed “Idea Express.” Under this 
program, the suggester fills out the 
simplified suggestion form and submits 
it to their supervisor. A few days later 
an evaluator will call and discuss your 
idea. If the evaluator recommends 
adopting the idea, the award will be 
computed and forwarded to you 
through normal pay channels 

The Coast Guard will pay 10 percent 
of the amount saved by the idea. If the 
Coast Guard saves $5,000, the suggester 
receives $500. If the Coast Guard saves 
$250,000, the suggester receives 
$25,000. However, awards of more 
than $25,000 are subject to presidential 
review. 

All military, civilian, ready reserve 
and retired Coast Guard employees are 
eligible to participate in the program. 
In the Second District, Idea Express is 
managed by the Administration and 
Planning Division. For more informa- 
tion read the Idea Express Brochure, 
COMDTPUB P5305. 12. 








SN Riley Gatewood, riding on the USO float, waves to the 
crowd during the St. Louis Veterans Day Parade Nov. 11. Other 
Second Coast Guard District parade participants included a four- 
person color guard, a 29-member marching unit and a trailered 
17-foot boat from Base St. Louis. (photo by PA2 Dean Jones) 
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